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m,ue r_e i th PBrces and of the member not
_onned with ay Branch, in addition to the former life
amb osat the Concil; and yet if we look at the duties these
h~.ds of getlemen have to perform, we find them to con-

iin the preenting a report upon the state of tbe Associa-
tio a t annu meeting, and the election of ten membes of
ther body upon the Executive Council-truly a ridiculous nu
to be brought forth by such a huge body, after such yearnings
for the representative principle.
The absurdity of a body thus constituted, and with such

fmnlons, semed to be fully recognised by the meeting at
Birmingham; and it is to be hoped that with diminished num-
bo, by the abolition of the old members of Council, an in-
mea of energy will be infused into it by the election of the
ow ones. These are to be "elected on the principle of abso.

lute represntation, so that each member of the general body
may have, by his representative, a voice in the management of
its affairs." But unless these "1 affairs" are more important
and extensive than the powers and functions intrusted to the
General Council by the present laws, I do not think much Will
be gained by the establishment of the representative principle
in this portion of the Association.
The really true and great reform in the government of the

Association is contained in the next recommendation of Mr.
Michael's memorial; viz., the right of voting by proxy at the
general mneetings. If this be carried out-and there is every
expectation that it will-our Association mav be not only
British but Imperial in its extent; and we may hope that in a
few years, by the assistance of the electric telegraph, our
members in the east, west, north, and south, or wherever the
British empire extends its sway, may express their opinions,
and give their votes on any matter that concerns the welfare of
the Association, or the honour and dignity of the profession.

I am, etc., T. OGIER WARD.
Kensington, December 7th, 1855.

HINTS TO POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
ITTER FROM RICHARD GRIFFIN, ESQ.

SIR,-I thank you very sincerely for the insertion of my cor-
respondence, and for the aid you have given our cause by your
able leading articles, which ought to arouse the energy of
every union surgeon, and excite the sympathy of the profession
generally. To the union surgeons I would say, let the senior
medical officer in each union consider it bis especial duty to
call his coleagues together; and if he fail to do so within one
month, another should act in his stead. At this meeting, a
local secretary should be appointed, whose duty it would be to
represent his colleagues at a general assembly of all the local
secretaries in each county. These meetings I would arrange
to take place simultaneously throughout the kingdom, on
receiving information of the local appointments. At the assem-
bly in each county, one or more representatives, according to
the number of the local secretaries, should be appointed, whose
duty it would be to meet their colleagues in London, and
determine on the best course to be pursued. By this means,
we eentralise our influence, ascertain the sentiments of the
profession, and gain a better position to enforce the redress of
our grievances.

It would be a part of the duty of the local secretaries to
collect subscriptions. If every union surgeon would agree to
give from half-a-crown to five shillings a quarter, it would
render our arrangements permarent witlhout ally extraneous
aid; but as, I regret to say, some are not in a position to afford
even this help, and others will not, we must not refuse the
assistance of our more independent brethren. Considerable
expenses may have to be incurred in printing, postage, adver-
tisements, etc.; and it would be unfair to expect our local
secretaries and representatives to sacrifice their valuable time,
which is money to them. I would propose that each local
secretary should receive half-a-guinea for each county meetiDg
he attends, if more than three miles from his residence; or a
guinea, if beyond seven miles; and that a representative should
have three guineas for each day he is absent from his home on
the duties of his office.

In 1854, a Committee of the House of Commons (obtained
by Mr. Pigott) recommended-

L That the medical appointments should be permanent.
im That the salaries sbould be revised and increased.
m. That the districts should be examined.
The first of these has been carried out; we therefore may,

with justice, petition Parliament to compel the Poor-Law

Board to concede the remainder; though I am of opinion, as I
before stated, that our petition should extend still further, and
pray to be removed from the authority of the present Poor.
LaW Board and Guardians, and be placed under medical autho.
rity, with payment from the Consolidated Fund; but I am
willing to leave all these points to the consideration of our
representatives. I am, etc.,

Weo,ecemer,A.R1C}D GRIFFuN.
Weymouth, December, 185&

POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
ILTTER FROx W. F. COLES, ESQ.

Srn,-I am not aware whether you have ever held office under
the Poor-law authorities or not; but one thing is certain, that
during the time you have edited our Journal, youi have evinced
a decided conviction of the injustice and hardship to which
union medical officers are subjected. I therefore feel no hesi.
tation in addressing you on the subject; and will endeavour as
far as I can to comply with your excellent advice to cor-
respondents., and be brief.

In dealing with this subject, we cannot perhaps do better
than first endeavour to ascertain the cause of otur grievances,
before suggesting a remedy.

Well, then, first, as to the cause. Why is it union surgeons
are so inadequately paid for their services? The cause, 1 fear
it must be confessed, is mainly our own. Boards of Guardians
are usually formed of substantial farmers and well to do trades-
men. The very essence of business with both these parties is
that held by our great political economists, viz., to sell in the
dearest and buy in the cheapest markets. How then, I nsk, can
it be wondered that they apply an every day rule of life in se-
lecting medical officers? Where, then, does the fault rest?
Why, as I hare before said, with our profession, in bringing our
time and skill into the market at so low a rate. Now, this
brings me to a point to which I would claim the especial atten-
tion of your readers. We must, I think, throw much of the
onus of this grievance on the members of our body who first
took office under the present Poor-law at so paltry a pittaDce
(possibly they had not at that time the data we now possess in
forming some estimate as to what the salary ought to be); and
those who have succeeded them have, from various reasons,
been compelled to tread in their steps. They had as it were a
tabula rasa, which it would, in my humble opinion, be very de-
sirable again to possess; and the only way I can at present see
for us to attain this is by one and all of us tendering our resig-
nation of office at a time to be mutually agreed on: not, let me
observe, in a sudden and quarTelsome manner, to put the Poor-
law authorities to trouble or inconvenience, but merely to en-
able all parties to begin de novo, and thoroughly investigate the
whole subject of union medical relief; which appears to me a

far more desirable plan than pressing the claims of individual
members for increased salary, on the grounds that they have
supplied paupers with an ocean of mixtures, and no end of
pills, powders, etc.

Before proceeding to tbrow out any hints or suggestions as

to what steps it would be desirable to take before again accept-
ing office, I will send you these few remarks to be inserted in
the JOURNAr., if you think them suitable, which I leave entirely
to yonr discretion; and, in that case, I hope on some future
occasion to proceed with the subject. I am, etc.,

Wm. F. CoLxs.
Cerne Abbas, Dorset, Dec. 18th, 1855.

THE TRAINING OF NURSES.
LETTER FROM J. R. BEDDOME, M.D.

Sni,-Your leader in last week's JOU-RNAL, on " The Training
of Nurses," has given me much satisfaction, having been well
acquainted with Miss Florence Nightingale from her childhood.
She has at all times been greatly interested in visiting and re-
lieving the sick in her own parish; she was located at some
German or Prussian hospital, and afterwards went to Italy and
Greece, visiting Palestine. She is a lady of highly cultivated
mind, and firm religious Protestant principles; an honour to
her sex and country, andl a devoted affectionate daughter to pa-
rents-who are a pattern to this neighbourhood, in kind and
benevolent feeling and practice. I have seeni many of the
wounded from the Crimea, who speak of her as a guardian an-
gel. All may not be able to imitate her in practical religion;
but let us all do what we can, and the world may be wiser and
better. Let us leave the workidng of the plan in fullcoofidence
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to Miss Nightingale and ber Committee, hoping that ample
fids will be forthooming There is no romance in the matter
with her. She has a Divine mission to fulfil, and God will give
her grace to conceive, and firm bealth to execute it.

I am not singular in my scepticism as to finding creditable
nures in union workhouses. Your readers will be glad to hear
that Miss Florence Nightinigale bears good evidence of the suc-
cess of our medical brethren in the East, both in surgical ope-
rations and the treatment of disease. Lately, on the occasion
of severe Asiatic cholera, the deaths at Scutari were under half
the cases. As soon as this excellent lady heard of the outbreak,
she returned from the Crimea immediately; but fortunately the
disease soon ceased.

I make no apology for thus troubling you.
I am, etc., J. R. BEDDOME.

Romsey, Dec. 14th, 1855.

THE LATE POISONING CASE AT BURDON.
LETTER FROM ALBERT NAPPER, Esq.

Sm,-Feeling, as every member of the profession must,
deeply interested in the recent trial of Mr. Wooler for poisoning
his wife, as reported in the Journal, and much approving your
editorial remarks, I am sure that any suestion which may
tend to reveal the mystery of this most perplexing case, and re-

lieve innocent persons from the most cruel suspicions now
hanging over them, from the concluding remark of the judge,
will not be deemed unworthy of consideration.
Judging from the appearances, as detailed in the evidence of

the witnesses who made the post mortem examination, from
the tis-sues and organs in which were found the largest quantity
of the poison, and from the fact of arsenic being found in the
enema syringe, I think the evidence most conclusive, and the
inference fully justifiable, that the poison was administered
per ano. Now, I see, by the evidence of Ann Taylor, that " in-
jections were also administered from the first"; and, froml the
medical evidence, it is shown they were coutinued throughout:
but whether, as in the first instance, they were composed of
starch, does not appear; and on this point I think the mystery
hinges. I am misinformed, if arsenic is not used in the pre-
paration of ordinary starch; and it may not be too late now to
ascertain whether that used be free frorn it. It is also the
practice now to prepare wheat for sowing by steeping it in a so-
lution of arsenic. MIay it not be possible that the starch was
prepared from some of this? I am, etc.,

ALBERT NAPPER.
Broad Oak, Cranley, near Guildforl, Dec. l7th, 1855.

MEDICINE SOCIETIES.
LETTER FROMI W. CHARLES LAKE, ESQ.

Sm,-I cannot but think that a plan, which I believe has
always been found of service when tried, nighlt be made of
very general use for furthering the more intimate organisation
of the medical profession, and for rendering the term medical
body more a -reality than a name. I allude to the plan of our
Association in " medicine societies." Memliers of the profession
in large towns might meet together in this way, and those in
several neigbbouring smaller.towns, once a month for conversa-
tion and discussion on subjects of medical interest, both with
relation to disease and to medical economy. Such societies
might, I should tbink, be allowed a certain connexion with
the Association in this way. Matters of sufficient interest or
importance might be referred to the considleration and discus-
sion of the branches in which the several societies might be
locally interested; subjects of still graver moment to that of
the Association at large. By this means I think in time the
numbers and bounds of the Association would be extended (as
probably most, if not all of the members of such societies
would be induced to join the Association), members of the pro-
fession would be more united together, and we might find
means for discussing and eventnally, perhaps, settling many
points connected with medical economy, as, for instance, the
question of fees, as mooted by Dr. Brown at page 1080 of the
Joumnal of this year, and we should also forrn, by degrees, a
more definite, and, if I may so speak, tangible professional
opinion on many points which would, I am persuaded, act most
beneficially both on the profession itself and the public at large.
Inviting the attention of the members of the Association to
this matter, I am, etc.,

W. CHwuzs LAKE.
Tedgnuouth, Devon, Deomber 6th, 1810

PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE.
SIR,-A short time ago, I was in attendance upon Mrs.-,

who had been suffering from an attack of low fever, aceom-
paniied with occasional diarrhcaa. She was in her seventh or

eighth month of pregnancy, and had that frequent attendant,
cedema of the lower extremities, as a consequence.

Durii'g my absence, - steps in, and, without my know-
led-e, scarifies one of the patient's legs! and, although he

kuew that I was in attendance, yet he takes the case entirely
into his own hands! Of course, I declined any further inter-
ference.
Querj-Is this professional etiquette? And is it right prae-

tice to puncture ndematous legs, purely the result of pre-
gnancy, thus producing inflammation, and ultimate sloughing
of the muscles, which ended in death?

I have attended hundreds of patients with rdematous legs,
arising from utero-gestation, but I never saw cause to punc-
ture, knowing well that when the cause was removed, the effeot
would cease. Mrs. - was becoming convalescent until this
dangerous and needless operation had been practised upon
her. I should like the opinion of my experienced professional
brethren. I am, etc.,

MACHAOI.
December 10th, 1855.

CASE OF IMPOTENCE FOLLOWING PSORIASIS.
LETTER FROM F. J. BROWN, M.D.

Smt,-[ beg leave to report the following case of impotenee
suddenly appearing on the subsidence of psoriasis.
Mr. S., aged 58 years, married, and the father of many ehil

dren, applied to me on the 17th of May, 18SS, for psoriass,
affecting the groins, thighs, and axilse. The parts were red
and dry, and there was much itching. On the arms were a few
circular patches equal in size to sixpenny pieces. His tongue
was habitually coated with a yellow fur, but he did not suffer
from uneasy sensations in the stomach. Some years since he
was " blown up" with gunpowder, but he felt no ill effects from
the accident. I prescribed the decoctum urticse dioicse, and an

ointment of calomel, with a few drops of bitter almond oil.
On the 26th of May, the ointment was discontinued, and

another substituted, namely, citron ointment, sulphur, oil of
bitter almonds, and elder flower ointment. Pills were ordere,
of ox-gall and rhubarb.
On the 4th of June, as. he was not relieved, the extract of

galium aparine, togetherwith liquor arsenicalis, was prescribed.
He took four minims of the liquor arsenicalis twice o-day.
On the 28th of June, he was discharged cured. He took alte-

gether one hundred minims of the liquor.
He returned to me on the 9th July, bitterly complaining of

impotence. He had no pain, and was free from psonasis I
prescribed strychnia in dilute acetic acid, one-sixtieth of a
grain twice a-day.
On the 24th of July, he was cupped over the sacrum.
On the Ist of August, he discharged himself, uncured. He

took one-seventh of a grain, altogether, of strychnia.
The man continues impotent, but, in other respects, well.

I am, etc., F. J. BRowN.
Chatham, Dec. 13th, 1855.
lThe impotence appears, in this case, to have been rather a

coincidence than a consequence. EDIT=O]

A " RARE CASE" OF BLACK CATARACT.
LETTER FROx HUGH NEILL, ESQ.

SIR,-In the ASSOCIATION JOURNAL of the 7th instant, is a

paper by Mr. Haynes Walton, detailing a "rare case". In a

little work on " Cataract", published by Churchill in 1848, and
wlhich received two most friendly notices in the JouRNAs, at
page 169, are " notes of a case of black cataract".
And as Mr. Walton says: "1 Nor do I know where any men-

tion is made of a parallel condition of the lens wbere the eye.
ball was not disorganised"; although only a pro'oixcilt, I beg
to offer this case, and the authorities quoted in its detail, to
his notice. I am, etc., HUGH NHLL,

Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society, and Senior
Surgeon of the Liverpool Eye and Ear lIuifmary.

Liverpool, Deember 10th, 185.

[Our correspondent encloses to us the omitted case, whieh
we regret we cannot isert for want of room. EDrIox]


